
 

  

 

MINUTES 

LAKE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

DECEMBER 3, 2008 

 

The Lake County Zoning Board met on Wednesday, December 3, 2008 in the Commission Chambers on 

the second floor of the County Administration Building to consider petitions for rezonings, conditional use 

permits, and mining site plans. 

 

The recommendations of the Lake County Zoning Board will be transmitted to the Board of County 

Commissioners for their public hearing to be held on Tuesday, December 16, 2008 at 9 a.m. in the 

Commission Chambers on the second floor of the Round Administration Building, Tavares, Florida. 

 

Members Present: 

Timothy Morris, Vice Chairman    District 1 

Scott Blankenship     District 2 

 James Gardner, Secretary     District 3 

 Egor Emery      District 4 

 Paul Bryan, Chairman     District 5 

 Mark Wells      At-Large Representative 

 Larry Metz      School Board Representative 

 

Staff Present: 

 Brian Sheahan, AICP, Planning Director, Planning and Community Design Division 

 Steve Greene, AICP, Chief Planner, Planning and Community Design Division 

 Rick Hartenstein, Senior Planner, Planning and Community Design Division 

 Stacy Allen, Senior Planner, Planning and Community Design Division 

Karen Block, Senior Planner, Planning and Community Design Division  

Julianne Thomas, Senior Planner, Planning and Community Design Division  

 Sherie Ross, Public Hearing Coordinator, Planning and Community Design Division 

 Ann Corson, Office Associate IV, Planning and Community Design Division 

Ross Pluta, Engineer III, Engineering Division 

 Melanie Marsh, Deputy County Attorney 

 Erin Hartigan, Assistant County Attorney 

 

Chairman Bryan called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  He led in the Pledge of Allegiance, and Timothy 

Morris gave the invocation. Chairman Bryan noted that a quorum was present. He confirmed the Proof of 

Publication for each case as shown on the monitor and that this meeting had been noticed pursuant to the 

Sunshine Statute.  He explained the procedures for hearing cases on the consent and regular agendas. He 

stated that all exhibits presented at this meeting by staff, owners, applicants, and those in support or 

opposition must be submitted to the Public Hearing Coordinator prior to proceeding to the next case.  He 

added that this Board is a recommending board only, and the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) will 

be hearing these cases later this month when a final determination will be made.  
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Minutes 

 

MOTION by Timothy Morris, SECONDED by Scott Blankenship to approve the November 5, 2008 

Lake County Zoning Board Public Hearing minutes, as submitted. 

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Emery, Bryan, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: None 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 7-0 
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Discussion of Agenda 

 

Brian Sheahan, AICP, Planning Director, stated that in PH#54-08-5, the applicant has requested an increase 

in the number of beds proposed from 132 to 160.  Staff supports this; and if the Zoning Board agrees, this 

case can remain on the consent agenda with that change. 

 

Regarding PH#56-08-2 and PH#57-08-2, staff was contacted yesterday by the law firm of Richey & 

Cooney that they felt some of their clients, who are adjacent property owners, had not been noticed 

properly.  Staff is evaluating the nature of that.  Staff has determined that one property owner did not 

receive mailed notice.  Therefore, staff is requesting to withdraw theses cases and re-advertise for January. 

 

Mr. Sheahan stated that all four parties involved in PH#51-08-2 are agreeable to a continuance to January.  

This is an extremely complex case with a few outstanding items to be worked out.  However, staff felt it 

would be best to continue the case until January in fairness to the property owners and the County.   

 

Mr. Sheahan added that the applicants/owners in PH#58-08-5 are also requesting a 30-day continuance. 

 

As was done last month, Chairman Bryan stated that it will be necessary for him to declare a conflict of 

interest in PH#52-08-5, which is on the consent agenda.  He asked that this case be voted on separately so 

he may vote on the other cases on the consent agenda. 

 

Egor Emery asked that PH#54-08-5 be removed from the consent agenda.  

 

When Mr. Emery asked about the second continuance request for PH#44-08-4, Mr. Sheahan explained that 

a new schedule has been created for rezonings, which reduces the timeframe from 90 or 120 days to 62 

days, allowing a very small window to determine whether a case is sufficient to go forward.  In this case, 

the applicant changed her original request of Residential Professional after the item was scheduled.  This 

continuance is needed to re-advertise the case appropriately. 

 



LAKE COUNTY ZONING BOARD                                                                          DECEMBER 3, 2008                           

         

 5 

Consent Agenda 

 

CASE NO.:  PH#44-08-4 (Continuance)   AGENDA NO.:              3 

OWNER:  Catherine Hanson 

APPLICANT:  Leslie Campione, Esq. 

 

CASE NO.:  PH#56-08-2 (Removal from Agenda)  AGENDA NO.:             7 

OWNER:  Orange County & City of Orlando 

APPLICANT:  Douglas Pickell, P.E., PB Americas, Inc. 

PROJECT NO.:  Water Conserve II, RIB Site #10 

 

CASE NO.:  PH#57-08-2 (Removal from Agenda)  AGENDA NO.:              8  

OWNER:  Orange County & City of Orlando 

APPLICANT:  Douglas Pickell, P.E., PB Americas, Inc. 

PROJECT NAME: Orange County & City of Orlando,  

RIB Site #1 

 

CASE NO.:  CUP#06/8/2-5 (Staff-Initiated Revocation)  AGENDA NO.:              9 

OWNER:   Vantaggio Investment Group 

APPLICANT:  Amy Imilsis Velazquez 

 

CASE NO.:  PH#68-08-5     AGENDA NO.:            10 

OWNER:  Lake County Board of County Commissioners 

APPLICANT:  Gary Kaiser, Public Safety Director 

 

 

MOTION by Timothy Morris, SECONDED by Scott Blankenship to recommend approval of the 

above consent agenda.  

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Emery, Bryan, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: None 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 7-0 
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CASE NO.:  PH#52-08-5     AGENDA NO.:              6 

 

OWNER:  United Southern Bank 

APPLICANT:  Leslie Campione, P.A. 

PROJECT NAME: United Southern Bank – Astor 

 

Due to a conflict of interest by Chairman Bryan, Vice Chairman Morris took over as chairman for this case, 

which was on the consent agenda. 

 

MOTION by Scott Blankenship, SECONDED by Egor Emery to recommend approval of CP zoning 

with C-1 uses to include self-service storage to correct the split zoning and allow the continuation of 

commercial uses for the property in PH#52-08-5.  

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Emery, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: None 

 

CONFLICT OF Bryan 

INTEREST: 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 6-0 
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CASE NO.: PH#51-08-2      AGENDA NO.:              4 

 

OWNER: Clermont-Falls Creek Development, Magnolia Property Associates LLC, B & L  

                             Properties LLC, and Magnolia Point Clermont l, LLC 

APPLICANT: Lake County  

 

Chairman Bryan stated that he had not received any speaker cards on this case. 

 

MOTION by Timothy Morris, SECONDED by Egor Emery to continue PH#51-08-2 until the 

January 7, 2009 Lake County Zoning Board public hearing.  

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Emery, Bryan, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: None 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 7-0 
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CASE NO.:   PH#58-08-5    AGENDA NO.:              5 

 

OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Steven F. Bruce & Vicki L. Sweigart-Bruce 

 

When Egor Emery asked if this continuance request will result in a resolution, Brian Sheahan, AICP, 

Planning Director, said staff had spoken with the applicant this morning about a possible solution. They are 

going to pursue that avenue and then come back if a resolution can be reached. 

 

MOTION by Scott Blankenship, SECONDED by Timothy Morris to continue PH#58-08-5 until the 

January 7, 2009 Lake County Zoning Board public hearing.  

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Emery, Bryan, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: None 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 7-0 
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CASE NO.: PH#54-08-5     AGENDA NO.:              1 

 

OWNER: WRYP, LLC 

APPLICANT: Mr. Richard Busche, P.E. 

PROJECT NAME: Assisted Living Facility at Lexington Park 

 

Stacy Allen, Senior Planner, presented the case and staff recommendation of approval.  She showed the 

aerial from the staff report on the screen.  She reiterated that the applicant has requested that the 

independent living facility include 160 beds instead of 132 beds. 

 

At the request of Egor Emery, Ms. Allen pointed out on the aerial the location of the church and apartment 

complex noted in the staff report.  As stated in the staff report, Ms. Allen said CR 466 is currently being 

widened from two lanes to four lanes. 

 

When Mr. Emery said he wanted some discussion about the traffic situation, height of building, and fire 

protection, Timothy Morris said those issues would be addressed during site plan review.  Ms. Allen added 

that Building Services will review it for fire standards at the time of site plan review.  The applicant is in 

discussion with Lady Lake regarding water and sewer.  It is at the staff level at this time.  It will be a 

requirement for them to enter into a developer’s agreement for water and sewer.  Chairman Bryan 

commented that the project must meet all Code requirements. 

 

Mr. Emery said he was concerned with the proximity of the Town of Lady Lake; he said he had a problem 

with designing the Town from the outside in.  Providing services such as fire protection could be a burden 

on the Town.  He had received no input from Lady Lake.  Ms. Allen said this project has been reviewed by 

the Town of Lady Lake, and they had no objections.  Lady Lake will be providing water and sewer when it 

becomes available. Since Lady Lake has a Joint Planning Area (JPA) agreement with the County, they will 

have the opportunity to review the site plan. 

 

MOTION by Timothy Morris, SECONDED by Scott Blankenship to recommend approval of CFD 

zoning to allow an assisted and independent living facility with an increase in beds from 132 to 160 in 

PH#54-08-5.  

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Bryan, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: Emery 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 6-1 

 

Mr. Morris suggested that letters from the cities be included with the final package whether or not they 

have any issues.  Ms. Allen confirmed that she had received an e-mail from Lady Lake. 
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CASE NO.:  PH#61-08-2     AGENDA NO.:              2 

 

OWNER:  Thomas G. Wenski, Bishop of the Diocese of Orlando 

APPLICANT:  Michael Cocco, Finance Chairman 

PROJECT NAME: St. Faustina Parish 

 

Stacy Allen, Senior Planner, presented the case and staff recommendation of approval.  She showed the 

aerial from the staff report on the screen.  She stated that in the previous ordinance, it specified no 

development within the Rural Conservation future land use category.  The applicant is requesting a change 

in order to allow development within that future land use category.  She explained that some parking and a 

portion of the fellowship hall would be located within the Rural Conservation future land use category.  

Staff has included conditions within the ordinance regarding open space, sound, lighting, and access. 

 

Chairman Bryan noted that no speaker cards had been submitted. 

 

Jeff Ball with Osceola Engineering, Inc. was present to represent the project.  He stated that he had no 

problem with the condition regarding the dedication of the conservation easement.  His only concern had 

been who would be the grantee for those easements.  He was informed by Ms. Allen this morning that it 

would be Lake County. 

 

When Egor Emery asked about the intrusion into the conservation area, Mr. Ball said the intrusion into the 

Rural Conservation area will be very minimal, and the retention ponds would be constructed according to 

County standards. 

 

Ms. Allen showed the conceptual plan from the ordinance on the screen. 

 

Ms. Allen stated that the realignment of Boggy Marsh Road is a joint effort between the applicant and the 

County to provide access to the site.  All the area to the south of Boggy Marsh Road will be conservation 

easement.  Mr. Emery confirmed that the sharp curves would be removed. 

 

When Larry Metz asked if this zoning change is for the entire parcel, Ms. Allen said the entire parcel is 

already zoned CFD; if approved, this request would allow development in the Rural Conservation future 

land use category.  In response to Mr. Metz, Ms. Allen said the western portion of the property that is 

located in the Rural Conservation future land use category would be dedicated as a conservation easement. 

 

Mr. Emery asked if there would be any precedential effect from allowing development in the Rural 

Conservation area in terms of affecting other parcels in the future.  Chairman Bryan replied that each case 

is heard on a case-by-case basis.  Ms. Allen stated that the Comprehensive Plan does allow development in 

this future land use category if certain requirements are met. 

 

MOTION by Scott Blankenship, SECONDED by James Gardner to recommend approval of an 

amendment to Ordinance No. 2007-35 to allow development in the Rural Conservation future land 

use category in PH#61-08-2. 

 

FOR: Morris, Blankenship, Gardner, Emery, Bryan, Wells, Metz 

 

AGAINST: None 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 7-0 

 

Brian Sheahan, AICP, Planning Director, stated that documents regarding cases in the Green Swamp Area 

of Critical State Concern are rendered to the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) so the County and 

DCA can coordinate their efforts. 
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Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_______________________                                        ________________________                                                                                                           

Sherie Ross     Paul Bryan 

Public Hearing Coordinator   Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

  


