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Lake County, Florida, a political subdivision of the State of Florida, is soliciting qualified 
individuals to act in the capacity as a mediator to hear matters or cases involving property law and 
eminent domain law, on an on-call basis.  It is the County’s intent to award multiple contracts to 
multiple qualified individuals.  Individuals selected to provide services shall meet educational and 
experience requirements as outline herein prior to the time of entry of a contract with the County.  
The County intends to award each contract for a term of two (2) years, with the option to renew 
the contracts for three (3) subsequent one (1) year terms.  

1. SERVICES 

Services will include attending mediation, reviewing documentation, running conflict of interest 
checks, drafting mediation agreements, and corresponding with counsel.  Mediation is not 
arbitration.  The selected mediators will be obligated to hold a mediation in a fair, informed, and 
confidential process with the goal of resolving all issues between the parties.   

The Lake County Attorney or designee will correspond with opposing counsel(s) to attempt to 
select a mediator for a lawsuit from the pool of mediators under contract with Lake County.  The 
selected mediator will then be notified and asked to provide available dates and times for mediation 
to be scheduled.  The mediator will be responsible for running his/her own conflict check and will 
be obligated to inform the attorneys if a conflict of interest exists.  The estimated amount of 
compensation is unknown, as the services will be on an on-call basis.  The County makes no 
guarantee as to the amount of services or minimum quantity or dollar value of services.   

The mediator is not an employee of Lake County and is not entitled to benefits, other than for 
compensation for services provided.  The mediator always will be considered an independent 
contractor. 

Professional space for a mediation will be provided by Lake County Attorney’s Office.  An 
individual will not be required to be a resident or have an office located in Lake County, Florida.  
However, as provided in the payment instructions below, payment is not provided for travel or 
mileage.   

2. QUALIFICATIONS 

In order to serve as a mediator, an individual must meet certain qualifications.  The individual 
must have a juris doctorate degree (J.D.) and must be either: 

A. A Florida Supreme Court certified mediator; or  

B. An Attorney in good standing with the Florida Bar who has at least three (3) years of 
experience in eminent domain law.   

Mediators will be expected to have knowledge of Chapter 73 and 74 of the Florida Statutes.  

Upon entry of a contract following this solicitation and through the term of such agreement, the 
individuals will be required to agree to (1) not represent Lake County, Florida and (2) not represent 
a client, individual, or entity in an action, suit or claim against Lake County, Florida.  A mediator 
is to act impartial between the parties and neutral in their tasks to resolve issues in a fair and honest 
process. 
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A firm or a business entity may submit one proposal for multiple attorneys interested at a firm.  
Each individual attorney does not have to submit his/her own proposal.  However, a resume must 
be provided for each attorney at the firm who seeks consideration to serve as a mediator.  The RFP 
response must be signed by an officer, president, or the authorized representative of the firm.   
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