
July 14, 2015 MPSCRAAC Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 4 
 

MT. PLYMOUTH-SORRENTO COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

JULY 14, 2015 MEETING MINUTES 
J.A. CROSON OFFICES – CONFERENCE ROOM 

31550 COUNTY ROAD 437, SORRENTO, FLORIDA 32776 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER – The July 14, 2015 meeting of the Lake County Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento 
Community Redevelopment Advisory (CRA) Committee began at 6:03 p.m. It was noted 
that a quorum was present. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Members/Staff Attending: Members/Staff – Not Attending 
Earl Hammond, Property Owner in Planning Area 
Christine Thompson, Property Owner in Planning 

Area 
Matthew Matulia, Property Owner in Planning 

Area 
Frances Nipe, Resident/Property Owner within 3-

miles, Vice Chairman 
Thomas A. Van de Kieft, Resident/Property Owner 

within 3-miles 
Timothy J. Bailey, Resident/Property Owner 

within 3-miles, Chairman 
Dottie Keedy, Director, Community Services 

Department 
Amye King, Community Liaison Manager, 

Community Services Department 
Bill Veach, Deputy County Manager 
Linda Green, Office Associate V, Community 

Services Department 

Dave Croson, Property Owner in 
Planning Area 

Commissioner Leslie Campione, BCC 
Liaison 

 
 
 
Others Attending: 
Shirley Meade 
Diane Horsley 
Bettyann Christian 
Kyle Burnett 
Lisa Durant 
Bob Otten 
Shirley Otten 
Commissioner Tim Sullivan, BCC 

District 1 
Jerry Gilland 
Ellen Gilland 
Richard Allen 
Tim McClendon, Economic Growth 

Department 
Don Griffey, Griffey Engineering 
Mike Woods, Lake-Sumter MPO 
David Graeber, Inwood Consulting 

Engineers, Inc. 
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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
Chair Bailey welcomed everyone to the meeting and requested them to sign the attendance 
sheet if they had not already done so. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Chair Bailey asked if everyone had an opportunity to read the Minutes of the April 14, 2015 
meeting and asked for approval or comments. 
 
A motion to approve the April 14, 2015 Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento CRA Committee Meeting 
minutes as presented was made by Matthew Matulia, seconded by Francis Nipe, and the 
motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Economic Growth Presentation on Proposed Text Amendments to Comprehensive 
Plan: 
Tim McClendon, Chief Planner with the Economic Growth Department, discussed the 
proposed text amendments to the Lake County Comprehensive Plan in Policy 1-2.1.4 
entitled “Design Standards for the Mount Plymouth-Sorrento Main Street Future Land Use 
Category.” The discussion centered on removing the reference that “individual building 
floor area allocations shall not exceed 8,000 square feet for new buildings” and keeping the 
“Maximum Floor Area Ratio of 0.30 and Impervious Surface Ratio of 0.60.” 
 
Considerable discussion occurred concerning the Floor Area Ratio and urban and rural 
situations for this type of designation. It was also noted that the revised designation would 
affect new commercial buildings only. 
 
No action was taken at this time. It was determined that Dottie Keedy and Amye King 
would work with the Planning staff and bring back some drawings of how the proposed 
designation would appear to the next Mt. Plymouth-Sorrento CRA Committee meeting. 
 
Sales Tax Referendum Presentation: 
Commissioner Sullivan introduced the presentation for the Infrastructure Sales Tax noting 
that the tax is up for renewal every 15 years. He emphasized that this presentation is to 
educate not advocate. 
 
At this time, Ms. King began the presentation noting the topics covered, the history of the 
Infrastructure Sales Tax, facts about the Ordinance, the acceptable uses for the tax, and how 
it is accounted for. She also shared some past projects that were accomplished using the 
funding, some of the potential uses, and the voting process to renew the tax. 
 
Chair Bailey questioned why there were not many projects mentioned in the East Lake 
area. To which Commissioner Sullivan responded that the East Lake Community Park was 
constructed with the Infrastructure Sales Tax and the presentation only covered mostly 
larger projects. 
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Frances Nipe suggested that the Infrastructure Sales Tax could be utilized to build 
sidewalks in the area. To which Commissioner stated that suggestion is feasible but the 
County first must build sidewalks around school locations. 
 
Christine Thompson questioned how it is determined how the funding is allocated around 
Tavares because it appears that a large portion is spent in that area. Commissioner Sullivan 
responded that it appears that more is being spent in Tavares because that is where the 
other Constitutional Officers are located and the Board of County Commissioner’s is also 
responsible for their infrastructure. 
 
Discussion occurred regarding concerns and issues that the Committee members and 
audience would like to see take place in the East Lake area. 
 
Commissioner Sullivan noted that an up-to-date list of projects may be found 
at: http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/infrastructure_sales_tax/index.html#potential. 
 
MPO Presentation on Recommended Wekiva Trail Alignment: 
Mike Woods, Project Manager for the Wekiva Trail, with the Lake-Sumter Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (LSMPO), came before the Committee to discuss the plans for the 
Wekiva Trail going through the CRA. He shared that they are seeking direction from the 
Committee to create the trail to the East Lake Community Park. He introduced David 
Graeber, Inwood Consulting Engineers, Inc. to discuss the Wekiva Trail Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study. 
 
Mr. Graeber shared a presentation concerning the Wekiva Trail PD&E Study with the 
Committee and attendees. He discussed the history of the project, and noted that the trail is 
proposed to be paved and have multiple uses. He was seeking input from the Committee as 
to which alignment was favored. He noted that Segment 2, Alignment 2B appeared to be the 
best alignment from an engineering standpoint. 
 
Due to the inability to adequately view the Alignment Matrix portion it was determined 
that the presentation will be brought back to the Committee at their next meeting. 
Therefore, no action was taken at this time. 
 
Griffey Engineering Presentation on Sorrento Avenue (SR 46) Concept Plan: 
Don Griffey, Griffey Engineering, appeared before the Committee to discuss the Conceptual 
Plan he had created for Sorrento Avenue (SR 46). He discussed how the roundabouts, 
landscaping, crosswalks, and sidewalks were positioned. 
 
Discussion occurred concerning whether the Committee would like to see bicyclists riding 
on the asphalt or the sidewalk. Most Committee members noted that they preferred 
bicyclists to ride on the sidewalk and would like to see the sidewalk expanded to allow for 
that use. 
 

http://www.lakecountyfl.gov/infrastructure_sales_tax/index.html#potential
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A motion to approve the Sorrento Avenue (SR 46) Concept Plan presented by Mr. Griffey 
incorporating the trails into 12-foot sidewalks to allow bicyclists to utilize instead of the 
road, allow for maximum medians for increased vegetation, provide off-street parking 
credits, and design curbing between the road and sidewalks if needed, was made by 
Christine Thompson, seconded by Earl Hammond, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of working with the Department of Transportation 
to assist with constructing the roundabouts. 
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
Bob Otten questioned why the Committee prefers angled parking and roundabouts. To 
which Chair Bailey noted that they are very popular and Mr. Griffey responded that they 
are more efficient from an engineering perspective. 
 
Catherine Hanson questioned when would the road improvements begin to be 
implemented and it was noted that the changes would not begin until the state gives that 
section of the roadway to the county. 
 
Ms. Keedy shared that the Economic Growth Department is acquiring a consultant to assist 
them with their Land Development Regulations (LDRs) who will also help with the design 
standards for the CRA. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business to be brought to the attention of the Committee, a motion 
to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m. was made by Earl Hammond, seconded by Christine 
Thompson, and the motion was carried unanimously. 
 
 
Prepared By: 

 

 

July 23, 2015 
Linda Green  Date 
Office Associate V   
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